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- Chronology of the
Springfield Radio Association

ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE PRICE OF SUCCESS
1919 — 1939
~HE ASSOCIATION was founded by Isaich Creaser, WI1BS], in the
First Highland Baptist Church, State Street, Springfield, Mass., in April,
1919. It was then known as The First Highland Wireless Telegraph
and Telephone Association and consisted of nine members.

On Sept. 17, 1920, the Association was affiliated with the American Radio
Relay League and at that time the name was changed to The Springfield
Radio Association. The membership had gained to about 100 and it was
impossible to house all the members at one meeting. The Association was
divided into two sections, beginners and licensed hams.

In 1921 receivers were built and the Carpentier-Dempsey fight was
relayed by loud speakers to an audience of 10,000 people congregated
at Court Square, Springfield, Mass.

Booths were set up in the several Radio Shows held in the Municipal
Auditorium and at the Eastern States Exposition. The Association trans-
mitter handled amateur traffic universally. Was a member of the A.A.R.S.

On April 19-20, 1929, sponsored the New England Division Convention,
and in May, 1930, maintained communication stations on pylons at the air
races, Bowles Airport and the Springfield Airport. In 1931 was the Official
High-Frequency Communications Station W1BWY for the First Corps area
air maneuvers at Bowles Airport, for which commendations from Major
Gen. Geo. S. Gibbs, Chief Signal Officer, U.S.A., was received. The trans-
mitter used was built by E. G. Hewinson.

Several members donated sufficient money to build a shack and the
members and friends put up a very well-built building at 115 Shattuck
Street, Springfield, Mass.

In 1932 first experiments with 5-meter phone were conducted.

In 1934, with the assistance of a committee from the Western Massachu-
setts Amateur Radio Association, sponsored the New England Division Con-
vention. The Association has been instrumental in giving insiructions to
over 200 hams who have received licenses.

It was one of the first to experiment with Class B modulation, several
of the members making the transformers.

In 1937 first experiments in a small way were carried on ten meters.
Later in 1938 the Association was fortunate to purchase a partially built
35-foot tower from a local ham—WI1KIU. The tower was finished and erected
just before the hurricane of 1938. The tower withstood the blow, and a
three-element rotary beam has been installed. The beam has worked beyond
all expectations with an 80-wait input bi-push exciter. The success of the
Associction has been atiributed to the democratic organization under which
the doings of the Association are governed.

Here we are in line in 1939 with the sponsorship of the New England
Division Convention, a 25-year commemoration of the founding of the
American Radio Relay League, and an anniversary of the 20 years of The
Springfield Radio Association.

We have plans for experiments on the 2!/, meters and also possible work
along with television.

It is the dream of the founder of The Springfield Radio Association that
the hams of Springfield and nearby towns will organize an Association which
will take the name of The Springfield Radio Association and build a club-
house in some outlying section of the city, have {facilities to house several
transmitters, and suitable rooms where visiting hams can bunk for the
night. In other words, let's build cnd progress with the times of the day.
Television is nearly in our back yard, but what has the amateur done to
reduce the gadgets on the transmitter and produce an outfit within our
purse? Let's get going, gang.
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